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Design and make a wooden pendant
In this project your goal is to design and make a wooden pendant necklace for a
friend. You will cut and shape wood to make the pendant and look at different
ways of colouring it. You will also decide which material to use for the necklace
chain.

Getting Started

Things to think about

Your friend has asked you to make a
wooden pendant that she can wear on
a necklace. She would like it to be red
and ‘teardrop-shaped’. The first thing
you need to do is get some wood.
Make sure it’s easy to cut, and that
you can shape it with a file and
sandpaper.

You should think of some different ways
of painting the wood:

Shaping your pendant: You first need
to decide how big you want the
pendant to be. Cut off a piece of
wood and use a file and sandpaper to
make the wood the right shape. You
will need to create a hole to put your
chain through. You will probably need
to use a drill to do this.

You could try using nail varnish

Painting the wood: Before shaping
your pendant, you should work out
how you’re going to paint it. You
should test about three or four
different methods of colouring. That
means you’ll need to cut off three or
four bits of wood to be coloured.
Choosing the chain: You need to put
your pendant onto a chain. The things
you could use include cotton thread,
nylon beading thread or elastic. It’s up
to you which one you choose – you
may like to find out which will be the
strongest. You could do this by
hanging masses from the different
threads and seeing which breaks first.
.
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You might like to try different types of
paint - oil, water-based and emulsion,
for example.
You could try painting the wood and
then covering it with varnish to make it
shiny and to protect it.

Some people like to see the ‘grain’ of
the wood, so you could also think about
using ‘washes’. That’s when you put a
layer of colour onto the wood, but you
can still see the wood underneath.
Finally, you could try making your own
paint.

Useful Resources
Making your own paint is easy – do an
online search to find out more!

Health and Safety
A science project work is both
dynamic and exciting but can also
carry some risk. To avoid any
accidents, make sure you stick to
the following health and safety
guidelines before getting started:
▪

▪
▪

▪

find out if any of the materials,
equipment or methods are
hazardous;
assess the risks (think about
what could go wrong and how
serious it might be);
decide what you need to do to
reduce any risks (such as
wearing personal protective
equipment, knowing how to
deal with emergencies and so
on);
make sure your teacher agrees
with your plan and risk
assessment.

Be careful, some of the substances
used to make paint are hazardous
and some sources of information
on the internet are unreliable.
Make sure you ask for assistance
when using any cutting tools.
Some materials can store a lot of
energy when they stretch and can
whip dangerously when they
break. Make sure you wear eye
protection. Think about how to
keep people’s feet out of the way
of falling weights.
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Remember!
Science isn’t just about data. The
most successful projects will
demonstrate good communication
skills and show original ideas that
address a real-world problem.
Look at the world around you and
consider all the innovative ways
that you could address the
challenge. Even if things go wrong,
use this to show what you have
learned. Don’t forget to use the
student profile form to help
structure your project.

